
The Phoenix Boys Choir 

 

The Phoenix Boys Choir (PBC) is a Grammy Award-winning boys choir located in Phoenix, Arizona. PBC is 
a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The PBC was founded in 1947 and has maintained a 
musical presence in the Phoenix area ever since.  

 

Mission Statement 

The Phoenix Boys Choir, through educating boys in the art of singing and performing the finest music in 
the boy choir tradition, develops character, discipline, leadership, global awareness, and a strong 
commitment to excellence, thereby contributing to the greater Phoenix musical life and enhancing 
Arizona’s cultural reputation nationally and internationally. 

 

Choir Levels 

The Choir is made up of approximately 120 members across four levels: Cadet, Town, Tour and Masters.  

 Cadet: The Cadet Choir is the entry-level group, where boys begin their music theory training, 
learning to read music and good vocal technique. The Cadet Choir learns to sing in two-part 
harmony and participate in major performances. As boys demonstrate their proficiency at this 
level, they move up to the Town Choir.   

 Town: The Town Choir expands to three-part harmony and advanced music theory.  At this level, 
the boys are exposed to more difficult music in the classical boy choir tradition. They also begin 
to delve into the meaning behind the music and the context in which the music was written to 
deepen their understanding about the music they learn. The Town Choir has a larger role in 
performances and takes their own tour to a neighboring state.  

 Tour: The Tour Choir is the premier level, with a strong emphasis on more challenging music, 
both classical and contemporary. Boys consistently sing in three-part and four-part harmony 
tackling difficult music rivaling adult singers. In the Tour Choir, boys are exposed to the highest 
level of music theory and music history to improve their musicianship. The Tour Choir anchors 
the major concert series throughout the season and are the foundation of the Classics Concert 
series. The Tour Choir is the face of the Choir, appearing at private and special events, television 
appearances, etc. The Tour choir also puts on a major tour every year at continental or 
international destinations to perform for new audiences and gain exposure to other cultures. 

 Masters: The Masters choir is composed of boys and men with changed voices who have 
continued their musical growth beyond voice change. The Masters perform in all major concert 
series and special events. In combination with the Tour Choir, the Masters Choir brings the 
lower voice registers needed to consistently perform major choral works for mixed voices, and 
expands the repertoire of the Coir. The Masters Choir also goes on tour regularly with the Tour 
Choir.  

 



Repertoire 

The Phoenix Boys Choir presents four major concerts during the season:  

 The Season Opener: A preview of the annual concert series. 
 Winter Holiday: Traditional and modern carols, and over the last 10 years has included a cantata 

by J.S. Bach. 
 Classics: A deep delve into traditional, classical boy choir repertoire performed at a high level 

from the Renaissance to the 20th Century. Over the last 10 years this concert series has included 
a major classical work performed with full orchestra. 

 Pops: Popular tunes ranging from Broadway to Rock and Roll to Jazz 

In addition to the major concert series, PBC performs at numerous events throughout the Phoenix-area, 
often collaborating with other non-profit or arts organizations. PBC is regularly booked for weddings and 
other special, private events. 

Each year the Tour Choir performs a concert tour to either a domestic or international destination. 
Recent tour destinations include China, Spain, Portugal, Japan, England, Canada, France, Austria, Italy, 
the Pacific Northwest and New England. The Tour Choir often prepares repertoire unique to the regions 
and countries they will visit on tour, often performing in multiple languages. 

PBC performs a wide range of musical styles at a high level of performance and technique. The 
foundation of the classical music in the boy choir tradition allows the boys to sing any genre at a high 
level to the delight of audiences world-wide. 

 

Accomplishments 

The Choir has been nationally and internationally recognized for its musical quality.  

 In the year 2000, the Choir won Grammy for Best Choral Performance in Penderecki's Credo 
recording with the Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra & Chorus conducted by Helmuth Rilling.   

 In 2007, the Choir Took 1st Place in the Summa Cum Laude International Youth Music Festival & 
Competition at the renowned Musikverein Concert Hall in Vienna, Austria.  

 In 2011 the Choir sang with the Munich Symphony and Pacific Chorale under the leadership of 
Maestro Ludwig Wicki in the Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring In Concert Tour. 

 PBC’s Director of Education is a quarterfinalist for the 2019 Grammy Award for Music Educator 
of the Year 

 Members of the Phoenix Boys Choir have performed for four United States Presidents  
 PBC has performed with name entertainers such as Doc Severinsen, Stevie Wonder, and Keith 

Lockhart conducting the Boston Pops Orchestra 
 PBC was also honored to perform for Senator John McCain’s presidential campaign event at the 

Arizona Biltmore Hotel in 2008. 
 Since 2016 PBC has served 1,000+ educators and 5,000 students in over 100 local schools 

through its Educational Program sponsored by the Halle Foundation. 
 



Local Collaboration 

PBC has a long tradition of performing and partnering with other arts and nonprofit organizations in the 
Phoenix- area including the Phoenix Symphony (including the Transmigration of Souls by Adams, 
Brundibar, Mahler 3rd, Bernstein’s Kaddish, Chichester Psalms, and numerous other collaborations), 
Arizona Opera, Arizona State University, Phoenix Chorale and Orpheus Male Chorus.   Collaborations 
with other non-profits such as St. Mary’s Food Bank, The Salvation Army, the Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital, Rosie’s House Music Academy for Children, Phoenix Youth Symphony and the Desert Botanical 
Gardens support the presence of the Choir within the community. 

PBC has also participated in major local events including Joe Foss Institute’s Stars in Service, Celebrity 
Fight Night, Alice Cooper’s Christmas Pudding, Phoenix Zoo’s RendeZoo, and sporting events, including 
performance of the National Anthem for the Phoenix Suns, Arizona Diamondbacks, Phoenix Coyotes, 
Arizona Rattlers and the Arizona Cardinals. 

 

Artistic Leadership 

In the past 60 years of its 71-year history, the Choir has been led by two distinguished directors who 
have made the Choir the internationally recognized organization it is today. 

 

Georg Stangelberger 

For the past 20 years, the Choir has been led by Georg Stangelberger. Georg joined the Phoenix Boys 
Choir in 1999 as Artistic Director with unparalleled international experience of 13 years with the Vienna 
Choir Boys as Deputy Artistic Director and Principal Choir Conductor. He is a recipient of the Decoration 
of Honor in Gold for Services to the Republic of Austria. He led the Choir to its Carnegie Hall debut in 
2003; in the same year, the choir was named "Cultural Ambassador" to the European Union and sang a 
side-by-side concert with the Vienna Choir Boys in the Court Chapel in Vienna. The Choir also won First 
Prize at the Summa Cum Laude International Youth Music Festival held in Vienna, Austria in 2007. 
During his 20-year tenure with the Choir, Georg has cultivated various relationships with numerous local 
arts organizations including Arizona State University and Arizona Opera, where boys have participated in 
performances of Carmen, La Boheme, Tosca, and Turandot. Under Georg’s leadership, the choir has now 
performed in some of the most important cathedrals throughout Europe including St. Peter’s in Rome, 
St. Stephan’s in Vienna, Notre Dame in Paris, Catedral Vieja in Salamanca, Cathedral of Burgos, and 
many more. While Artistic Director, Georg initiated the Neighborhood Choir Program for which the Choir 
received the Education and Outreach Award from Chorus America. The Masters Choir was fully 
integrated into the Choir’s normal concert season and has taken on a prominent role in the organization 
under Georg’s direction. His emphasis on the traditional Central European Boychoir Tradition and sound 
makes the Phoenix Boys Choir different from other boys choirs in America. 

 

 

 



Dr. Harvey K. Smith 

Dr. Harvey K. Smith became the Artistic Director of the Phoenix Boys Choir in 1960 and remained until 
his retirement in 1999. Among his many accomplishments, Dr. Smith appeared as clinician for Arizona 
Music Educators Association (AMEA); American Choral Directors Association (ACDA); MusiCamrose in 
Alberta, Canada; Taipei City Schools, as well as throughout the United States. His vision and 
commitment to quality musicianship guided the Phoenix Boys Choir from a single, 30-voice choir to a 
world-renowned organization. A native of Arizona, his pursuit of excellence brought the Phoenix Boys 
Choir critical acclaim from audiences and journalists around the globe. In 1999, Dr. Smith received the 
Arizona Governor’s Arts Award and an honorary Doctor of Letters degree from Grand Canyon University 
as well as a Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University of Arizona School of Music. Dr. Smith and 
the Phoenix Boys Choir were awarded a Grammy for Best Choral Performance in 2000 for their 
participation in the premier recording of Penderecki's Credo, recorded in collaboration with Helmuth 
Rilling and the Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra and Chorus in 1998. 

 


